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SUBJECT: ADMINISTRATION INITIATIVE ON MARINE OIL POLLU- 
TION: DELEGATION VISIT TO CAPITALS 

REF: STATE 103635 

1 . EMBASSY SHIPPING ATTACHE IN RECENTLY DISCUSSING 
PRESIDENT CARTER'S PROPOSALS FOR TANKER SAFETY AND MARINE 
POLLUTION REGULATION WITH WILLIAM CRONE, AUSTRALIAN 
EMBASSY COUNSELLOR FOR TRANSPORT, FOUND THAT IN HIS VIEW 
AUSTRALIA WAS INTERESTED BUT UNCERTAIN OF US INTENTIONS 
WITH REGARD TO TIMING AND MANNER OF NEW REGULATIONS. HE 
WAS OF OPINION THAT VISIT OF US OFFICIALS TO CANBERRA TO 
EXPLAIN US PROPOSALS WOULD BE VERY USEFUL. 

2. INASMUCH AS DELEGATION DISCUSSED REFTEL IS PLANNING 
TO VISIT TOKYO WITH DEPARTURE SCHEDULED JUNE 9, EMBASSY 
WOULD SUGGEST THAT CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO DELEGATION 
VISITING BOTH INDONESIA AND AUSTRALIA. ALTHOUGH NOT 
MAJOR MARITIME STATES, BOTH ARE CONCERNED WITH OCEAN 
POLLUTION AND TANKER SAFETY, INDONESIA BECAUSE OF THE 
MALACCA STRAITS AND ITS OWN OIL PRODUCTION; BOTH ARE 
IMPORTANT BRIDGES IN ASIA TO THIRD WORLD COUNTRIES, AND 
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BOTH ARE ACTIVE IN IMCO FORUMS. 
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